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The Air Force Association is a non-profit organisation promoting social activities, welfare, commemoration 
events, aviation history and the memory of fallen friends. 

ACTIVITIES AHEAD 

Christmas Day

Annual General Meeting at Ainslie 
Football Club –1130 followed by 
Lunch – 1215 Speaker is Mac 
Cottrell –'FAC Flying in Vietnam'

25
DEC
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18
MAR
2022

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE
Please consider joining the committee–due to a 
number of resignations, we have been unable 
to reach a quorum on some meetings. 
Nominations can be sent before the AGM, or 
accepted 'from the floor' on the day.

LAST POST CEREMONIES -AWM 

Sharon Bown has produced a 2022 List which 
was emailed to all members on 10 Dec. After 
Sharon has updated the list, it will be posted on 
the web—you can then check the dates and 
slots filled. The list can be downloaded from 
the AFA ACT Divn web site—but can't be 
saved back to the web page.

STATUE OF SIR RICHARD WILLIAMS
At the 2021 Annual General Meeting, we 
agreed to contribute $1000 to a brass statue of 
Air Marshal Sir Richard Williams, KBE, CB, 
DSO which was to be erected in his birthplace 
at Moonta in South Australia.  

The statue was commissioned by a Community 
Committee made up of the Moonta National 
Trust, Moonta RSL, Moonta Progress 
Association, Vietnam Veterans Copper Coast 
and interested locals, who sought funding from 
a variety of sources.
Fittingly, the Air Force Association (National and 
Divisions) and the South Australian Government 
were the major contributors. The sculpture was 
unveiled on 7 November by Her Excellency, The 
Honourable Frances Adamson AC, Governor of 
South Australia. 
A plaque telling his story was unveiled by Dr 
Robert Black AM, President Air Force 
Association (SA Division). The celebrations also 
included a street parade including RAAF Base 
Edinburgh members, Australian Air Force Cadets 
and Australian Army Cadets. 

Read more at https://news.defence.gov.au/
national/lasting-tribute-father-air-force or on 
Facebook. 

AFA SUBMISSION TO THE ROYAL 
COMMISSION–VETERANS SUICIDE
The Air Force Association has provided its 
submission to the Royal Commission into 
Defence and Veteran Suicide.The 
Association’s full submission can be accessed 
here.

The Preliminary Interim Report: Interim 
National Commissioner for Defence and 
Veteran Suicide Prevention that was handed 
to the Government on 15 September, 2021 
can be found here. 

http://www.raafaact.org.au/
http://www.raafaact.org.au/
https://raafa.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/AFA-Submission-to-RC-Defence-Veteran-Suicide.pdf
https://www.nationalcommissionerdvsp.gov.au/publications/interim-national-commissioner-defence-and-veteran-suicide-preventions-report
https://news.defence.gov.au/national/lasting-tribute-father-air-force
https://www.facebook.com/Sir-Richard-Williams-RAAF-Centenary-Celebrations-Moonta-320596228508180
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AIR 6500 - JOINT AIR BATTLE 
MANAGEMENT SYSTEM 
Lockheed Martin Australia and Northrop 
Grumman Australia have been shortlisted for 
the Commonwealth government’s Joint Air 
Battle Management System (JABMS) project, 
aimed at enhancing the ADF’s air and missile 
defence capability.
The two major defence contractors were 
announced as finalists in the race to deliver a 
sovereign next-generation JABMS for the 
ADF under the Commonwealth government’s 
$2.7 billion AIR 6500 Phase 1 project

Christine Zeitz, General Manager, Northrop 
Grumman Asia Pacific, welcomed the 
announcement, outlining the benefits of the 
prime’s established local partnerships.
“Working with twelve leading Australian 
SMEs, like Nova Systems Australia, AOS 
Group and Daronmont Technologies as some 
of our capability partners, we will employ a 
highly collaborative ‘JABMS Enterprise’ 
approach, bringing together the best 
capabilities developed by Australia’s Defence 
industry,” Zeitz said.

AUKUS AGREEMENT

When the United States, United Kingdom and 
Australia announced their new AUKUS 
agreement in August, the major focus was on 
the path for Australia to acquire nuclear-
powered submarines for the first time. 
However, there is much more to the 
agreement which could represent a major 
shift  in Indo-Pacific strategic and military 
relations for the three nations.

Australia has always pursued a policy of high-
technology to compensate for our lack of 
numbers—the new agreement is consistent 
with that approach. The submarine element of 
the decision is important, but the agreement 
to actively cooperate on high-technology, 
across a number of domains, is perhaps of 
more strategic significance over the longer 
term. This is an important repositioning in 
relation to China’s technology development 
and acquisition strategies. It also marks the 
territory for competition in the future — cyber, 
AI, space data and communications.
Excerpt from article by Brendan Sargeant
The Australian 21 Oct21

AUKUS PACT

The AUKUS pact will not only see the U.S. 
and UK governments assist Australia with 
acquiring nuclear-powered submarines—a 
move that will significantly change the 
power balance in the Indo-Pacific—it will 
also spur greater collaboration on 
development in cyber, artificial 
intelligence, quantum technologies, and 
undersea capabilities

A US Defence specialist recently opined  
“Nuclear weapons are so 20th century. 
They have become eclipsed by newer 
technologies. We don’t need the massive 
costs, not only of creating but maintaining 
nuclear weapons when other weapons 
can do these strategic missions so much 
more effectively.”

“Those other weapons are largely built 
around cyber and space-based weapons, 
and to some degree, kinetic weapons—
like hypersonic weapons—where you can 
use the kinetic impact of non-nuclear 
weapons to take out key targets. The 
reality is that very few wars are won by the 
destruction of mass urban populations.”

Breaking Defense  Oct 2021

Veterans Affairs Legislation 
Amendment Bill 2021
Defence Force Income Support 
Allowance (DFISA) and Rent 
Assistance

This Bill enacts the 2020-21 Budget 
measure to exempt disability payments 
from the income test under the Social 
Security Act 1991 from 1 January 2022. 

Centrelink payments such as the Age 
Pension will increase as a result of this, 
removing the need for DFISA (Defence 
Force Income Support Allowance). 
DFISA will no longer be paid from 1 
January 2022.



Centrelink payments such as the Age Pension 
will increase as a result of this, removing the 
need for DFISA (Defence Force Income 
Support Allowance). DFISA will no longer be 
paid from 1 January 2022.

Veterans and their partners do not need to do 
anything, the payments will be made 
automatically.  

The Disability Income Rent Test will be 
removed so that disability income does not 
reduce Rent Assistance. This means from 1 
January 2022, some veterans will receive 
more Rent Assistance, or receive Rent 
Assistance for the first time.

 We encourage any Service Pension, Income 
Support or Veteran Payment recipients who 
also receive Veterans’ Entitlements Act 1986 
(VEA) Disability Pension, Military, 
Rehabilitation and Compensation Act 2004 
(MRCA) Permanent Impairment or Special 
Rate Disability Pension (SRDP) and who pay 
private rent above the following thresholds, to 
update their rental accommodation details if 
they have not already done so, in order to 
receive Rent Assistance.  An SMS was sent 
last month to those who may be eligible.

They can update their details via MyService 
or by phoning DVA on 1800 VETERAN (1800 
838 372)

If you are eligible, your Rent Assistance 
payments will be made automatically – apart 
from updating your rental information, you do 
not have to do anything

Rehabilitation Pilot

The Bill also contained amendments to 
establish a two-year pilot for non-liability 
rehabilitation.  The pilot is a voluntary program 
designed to help veterans who have not made 
a claim for compensation, with access to 
psychosocial and vocational rehabilitation 
support.  We will write separately to provide 
you with more information about the Pilot 
soon.
Once the Bill receives Royal Assent, these 
measures will take effect on 1 January 2022.

Disability Pension name change

The Disability Pension is being renamed the 
Disability Compensation Payment to better 
reflect the nature of the payment.  This is a 
change in name only, and will not change the 
way the payment is made or how it is treated 
by other organisations.  The change will take 
time, so you may see both old and new names 
for a while.

Per fortnight @ 20 September 2021 rates      Threshold        Maximum Rent Assistance

Single    $127.60           $142.80

Couple combined     $206.40           $134.60

Illness separated (each)       $127.60           $142.80
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Following the RAF Bomber Command update, see what our 
USAF NORAD fr iends are doing cl ick here

www.noradsanta.org/en/noradhq#OurMission


Vale Edward Lloyd Fleming

 20 Jan 25 – 27 Nov 21 

Edward (Ted) Fleming enlisted in the RAAF on 26 February 1943. Following initial 

training at No. 2 Initial Training School (Bradfield Park), he was selected for pilot 

training and was posted to No. 11 Elementary Flight Training School, Benalla.  On 

completion, he was posted to No 6 Service Flying Training School, Mallala, for 

advanced training on Avro Ansons. In January 1944, Ted sailed on the SS New 

Amsterdam, disembarking at Greenock, Scotland, before moving to 11 Personnel 

Dispatch and Reception Centre, Brighton, England. 

Completing further training on Tiger Moths and Airspeed Oxfords, Ted was posted  

to No 21 Operational Training Unit, Moreton-in-Marsh, where he converted to 

Wellington bombers and acquired his crew. Together, they were posted to No 1661 

Heavy Conversion Unit at Winthorpe, Lincolnshire, where they converted to 

Lancaster bombers. Their training comprised practice bombing and long cross 

country flights by day and night distributing aluminium ‘window’. Shortly before VE 

Day and the cessation of European hostilities, he and his crew joined No 550 

Squadron, based at North Killingholme, Lincolnshire. However, the war was soon 

over and they did not participate in any bombing raids—although disappointed, Ted 

later reflected that as the casualty rate suffered by Bomber Command crews was 

so high, he should appreciate his good fortune.  

After the Second World War, he returned to Australia aboard the SS Stirling Castle, 

and was discharged on 18 January 1946. He then studied medicine at Mildura and 

Melbourne under the Commonwealth Repatriation Training Scheme, and graduated 

in 1952. He subsequently entered general medical practice at Traralgon, Victoria. 

Ted married Barbara Noel Butterfield in January 1956, and they had two children 

before sailing to England, where he obtained Fellowships of the Royal Colleges of 

Surgeons of Edinburgh and England. While living in England, he and Barbara had 

two more children. 

Moving back to Australia in 1966, Edward and his family settled in Canberra, where 
he practiced as a general surgeon. He then joined the Royal Australian Air Force 
(RAAF) Reserve as a senior surgical specialist, working at RAAF Fairbairn and 
deploying as locum Surgeon to No 4 RAAF Hospital, RAAF Base Butterworth. He 
was also involved in medevac flights from Vung Tau to Butterworth and Richmond. 
He retired from the RAAF Reserve in 1980. He held a Commercial Pilot Licence & 
Class 1 Instrument Rating until 1990. 

Ted joined the Air Force Association in 1970 and was one of the stalwart members 
of the Veterans Advice and Advocacy Service (VASS) office in Canberra in the 
1990s and early 2000s.  

Ernie Walsh - Lance Halvorson
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CONTACTS 

President -

Vice-President

Treasurer 

-Directors -

Judy Webster 0408772640 
ACTPres@raafaact.org.au

Ernie Walsh  0434 438904 
actvp@raafaact.org.au

 
Dave Appleby 0415          441786 
acttreas@raafaact.org.au 

Sandrine McHugh 
Allan George 
Sharon Bown
Mark Lax

Postal Address   PO Box 111, CAMPBELL ACT 2612 

Newsletter & Web Lance Halvorson 0438 697008  

webmaster@raafaact.org.au 

Secretary   Vacant
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